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Voices from Marginality: The Construction of Gender Identity on Two “Bad” Girls
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Abstract

Traditionally, youth cultural studies have mostly focused on clearly visible features
which are mainly related to boys' culture, and therefore ignoring girls experiences.
Besides, some versions of feminism tend to lean toward gender reductionism, failing
to account for gender differences within sex categories, and therefore we know very
little about diverse female identities. To cast light on multiple versions of gender
identity formation, this research applies ethnography on two so called “bad” girlsin
Taiwan. This paper investigates their perceptions of gender identities as well as how
their gender identities intertwine with class and racia dynamics, thereby
simultaneously reproducing and challenging existing social categories.

Keywords: youth cultural studies, girls' culture, femininity, gender identity, identity
formation
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