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The Development And Difficulties Of Critical

Pedagogy In Taiwan

Yu-Chen Lin

Abstract

Since the 1980's, critical pedagogy has become a powerful discourse to
challenge American education, particularly its ideological and political aspects.
Because of its critical and liberal approach, critical pedagogy has been introduced and
applied more widely in Taiwanese academics. In order to understand the application,
this paper attempts to explore the development and difficulties of critical pedagogy in
Taiwan. Firgt, it introduces the background and major concepts of critical pedagogy.
Second, it discusses relating research in Taiwan. Finally, it makes some suggestions
for further research. The results show that Taiwan's critical pedagogy research has the
following problems: 1. Critical pedagogy is understood in a partial manner. 2. Thereis
an imbalance between theory and practicee 3. The critical language is
decontextualized. 4. It lacks researches about teachers as transformative intellectuals.
5. It lacks researches about resistance of student culture. The suggestions were

presented at the end of this paper.
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