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An Analysis of Libel Cases on Internet
under Criminal Law

Xian-En Peng, Yi-Chin Liu, Hsiao-Chen Peng
Institute of Communication Studies
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

The cases of libel on Internet rapidly increased in recent years.
Therefore, how judges apply the libel provisions under criminal law to
the cases on Internet become an important issue. This article first
introduces the rulings and cases in the United States, and probe into the
rulings of libel under criminal law in Taiwan. Then, the difference of libel
law between Taiwan and the U.S. would be compared. The libel cases on
Internet before January 2006 was collected and analyzed according to the
components of libel, including publication, defamatory content,
identification, the statue of limitations and ISP liability. The results show
that the courts in Taiwan have gradually established some rules, and the

judges have taken the media character of Internet into consideration.

Keywords: libel, cyber crime, defamation on cyberspace,
criminal law, case study
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