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Rethinking Internet Community:
Internet Theme-park Group

Chung-wei Chen
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ABSTRACT

The question of this paper is simple and old: are internet groups
communities? This paper argues that internet groups have many different
types and goals. It is imperative that we know why and how people make
groups in the Internet. This paper starts from the connection between
groups in the internet and sub-culture to formulate the concept of internet
theme park group. The participants may not want form a community, but
instead, they want a funny land. Internet theme park groups have
important contributions for sub-culture, in which the participants find

information and friends.

Many internet community researches focus on the interactions
without paying attention to other aspects. Both communities and Internet

theme park groups exist as the core constituencies of internet society.

Key words : virtual community ~ on-line community -

internet theme-park group ~ cyberculture



