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Linnaeus interpreted organismal 
adaptations as evidence that 
the Creator had designed each 
species for a specif ic purpose

Linnaeus was a founder of  
taxonomy, classif ying life’s 
diversity “for the greater glory 
of  God”
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Gradualism is the idea that 
profound change can take place 
through the cumulative ef fect of  
slow but continuous processes
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 Jean Baptiste Jean Baptiste 
LamarckLamarck



EVIDENCE OF EVOLUTION
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Hominid ( 直立人屬 )  skull

Petrified trees
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Linnaeus (classification)

Hutton (gradual geologic change)

Lamarck (species can change)

Malthus (population limits)

Cuvier (fossils, extinction)

Lyell (modern geology)

Darwin (evolution, nutural selection)

Mendel (inheritance)

Wallace (evolution, natural selection)

1750

American Revolution French Revolution U.S. Civil War

1800 1850 1900

1795 Hutton proposes his theory of gradualism.

1798 Malthus publishes “Essay on the Principle of Population.”

1809 Lamarck publishes his theory of evolution.

1830 Lyell publishes Principles of Geology.

1831–1836 Darwin travels around the world on HMS Beagle.

Darwin begins his notebooks on the origin of species.1837

Darwin writes his essay on the origin of species.1844

Wallace sends his theory to Darwin.1858

The Origin of Species is published.1859

Mendel publishes inheritance papers.1865
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 Darwin’s interest in the geographical 
distribution of species was kindled by the 
Beagle’s stop at the Galápagos Islands near 
the equator west of South America
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African wild
dog

Coyote Fox Wolf Jackal

Thousands to
millions of years

of natural selection

Ancestral canine
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