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The Sacred Spatiality of “Center-Around” of a Hakka Settlement -
A Study of the Shih-Wei-Chiang Village in Kung-Kuan Shiang,
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ABSTRACT

The Shih-Wei-Chiang Village is a local Hakka settlement. The research tries to
explore the sacred spatiality of the center-around concept of the Shih-Wei-Chiang
Village through the connections among people, activities, meanings and space, and
their interaction with various places. The cultivation and development of the
Shih-Wei-Chiang Village is closely related to the establishment of the village and the
setting of its narrow pass. To the cultural congregation, the village is a dwelling space
with unique meaning, in which various sizes of places are included. The cultural
congregation endows each place with unique meaning and value through various
social and geographical phenomena. On the basis of the center-around (circle) spatial
formation, the spatiality is developed from the village. Furthermore, the research
discusses the concept of dual oppositions such as internal-external, different-similar,
sacred-mundane, natural- social, metaphysical-material, safe-dangerous, and
familiar-strange that are brought about by the symbolic territory of the sacred space.
Thus the village residents can feel the embodiment of spirituality through the
symbolic indication of landscape or their everyday lives. They live in the space with
layers of different meanings. As a result, they can interpret the meaning of each space
through everyday life experience, and endow the space in the village with a
meaningful order. In this way, the residents can have deep and thorough

understanding and appreciation of the places in the village.

Keywords : Hakka, Settlement, Place, Center-around, Sacred spatiality
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