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ABSTRACT

Regulations on Internet content has increasingly widespread recently. Not
only governments in the newly democratizing countries in Southeast Asia
but also those in the stable democracies in the West attempt to tighten
their control over Internet content. Ever since its invention, Internet
symbolizes a way to express individual freedom and accommodate
heterogonous opinions with modern technology. It has a lot to do with the
unique social condition of the country where Internet is invented, that is,
the United States. However, when those who are from non-Western
societies become the mainstay among the global netizens, the regulatory
spirit based on the American experiences unavoidably faces pressure for
redecoration. In order to maintain freedom spirit of Internet as it was
invented, it requires the formation of global consensus and participation
in the consensus building process by the civil society. Moreover,
reassertion of a strong belief in Internet freedom by the advanced
democracies and collaboration between civil society groups in the West
and their counterparts in the emerging democracies would play a crucial
role.
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