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On spatial-temporal narrative structures in
digital times: An example of Facade
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ABSTRACT

In digital times, new technology makes all kinds of conditions
possible, which greatly changes human being’s traditional way of
storytelling. Among a variety of possibilities, the shift from temporality to
spatiality is a significant issue for narratology, cognitive psychology,
cognitive linguistics and artificial intelligence. Thus, this research focuses
on the topic of spatial narrative, and thereby raises the question like: How
does a spatial narrative, together with temporal narrative, tell a story?

In addition to the revealing of Facade’s narrative structure, the
findings also discover the following: First, through Chatmen’s beings
within the narrative structure, that includes different scenes, character and
the inputs of different users, the spatial narrative of the Facade is formed.
Second, Facade combines spatial and temporal narrative structures;
Finally, Facade has used polychrony narrative strategies between three
nodes. Above all, this research has discovered the possibilities of spatial
narratives. We hope this can be applied to the future narrative design and
can contribute to develop narrative architects.

KEYWORDS: spatial-temporal narrative structure, narrative architects,
ergodic texts story-existence



