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A High-tech Illusion or a Solution?
American Political Scientists’ Perspectives
on E-Democracy
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ABSTRACT

As the application of the Internet has stretched from business and
education to public services, the U.S. and Taiwan have put great attention on
how governmental agencies facilitate their services. However, these
questions remain unanswered: Will governmental investment on
infrastructures contribute to the quality of democratic participation? What
political scientists see the influence of applying the Internet to people’s
political life? What subjects in this new field have been addressed over the
past years and what fields needs more research? This paper provides an
overview of the literature of research of E-democracy in U.S. It outlines how
the studies about influence of Internet on today’s democracy. Based on
Americans’ experiences, [ provide suggestions for the development of
E-democracy in Taiwan.
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