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The Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) as
the M echanisms of Escape from Freedom
In Taiwan?

—A Liberalism Perspective

Yu-Lin Chang

Department of Journalism, National Chengchi Univer sity

Abstract

For contemporary Taiwan intellectuals, the challenge after the
development of freedom in Taiwan is inevitable, especidly after the
lifting of the Martial Law. Since Taiwan has reached the condition of
democracy and legidation, it is necessary to study the way of how the
fundamental consciousness of liberalism can be spread to the whole
society. This article takes the history of the Closed-circuit Television
System as an example to examine of the dialectical relationship between
technology and freedom in Taiwan information society, and thereby to
rethinking the phenomenon of how people escape from freedom
collectively while using the surveillance technology. The article clams
that the security demand for setting up the Closed-Circuit Television
System would be the account of the Paternalism which ignores that the
freedom of expression is constitutionally grounded. However, why do
people Taiwan lack the reflexive thinking concerning the Closed Circuit
Televison System? All in al, the focus of this article is to explain the
reason why people are so submissive and thereby are deficient of interna
freedom while using the surveillance technol ogy.

Key Words:. Electronic Eye Closed-Circuit Televison Freedom

Survelllance



