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Religion and Technology: The Application of Information Technology in
Dharma Propagation

Miaoyao Shi, Hui-mei Justina Hsu

Fo Guang Shan Monastery, Dept. of Applied Informatics, Fo Guang University

Abstract

This research project attempts to understand religion and technology in the modern context by
means of addressing the issues of the application of information technology in Dharma propagation.
Qualitative interview 1s adopted as the major research method. Three senior Dharma propagators are
recruited as participants of this study. Data are analyzed based upon three themes: nature of technology,
Dharma propagation and technology, and religious experiences mediated by information technology.
There are three major results. First, Dharma propagators view technology as karma, and their view 1s
similar to that of instrumental theory, which views technology as a neutral tool. Dharma propagators
need to understand technology in order to make good use of it. Second, the application of information
technology in Dharma propagation has its advantages as well as challenges. Third, religious experiences
mediated by information technology are regarded as virtual. Though information technology provides a
way of delivering all sentient beings, eventually believers will need to be led to the concrete experiences

of practices and being with crowds.

Keywords: Dharma propagation, technological mediation, religious experiences
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